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The reason for the British Government's eagerness to prove to
the world and to Indians its anxiety for Indian freedom lies elsewhere.
They refused us freedom even during the dark days of the War, when
the gift of it would have put a glow in our hearts and immeasurably
strengthened the Allies1 war effort. It does not stand to reason
that now, when war is over, they would be goaded by magnanimity to
offer us our liberation. They have their own special motives even
when they think of getting us some little food when famine impends
as it does so grimly over India to-day; did not Herbert Morrison, one
of the Big Three in British Labour, warn America the other day that
if food supplies fail, " India w!ll become prey not only to famine but
to political extremism1'? (Amrita Bazar PaMka, May 17, 1946).
They know that unrest swells menacingly in India today, and on a
world scale there is the new and growing alliance between the Soviet
Union, the new democracies in Europe and the people's movement in
every country, an alliance against wlreh Anglo-American imperialism
plots indefatigably from China to Peru, masks machinations in the
Middle East, crushes the forces of freedom, wherever it can, from
Greece to Indonesia. How can it be that Britain, which employs
even Japanese troops to drown in blood the heroic movement for
Indonesian freedom, which offers Malaya a fantastic and specious
variety of constitutional " reforms", which does not even propose
full Dominion Status for Burma and Ceylon, has decided, out of sheer
goodness of heart, to part with power to the Indian people and make a
gift to us of " the brightest jewel in the British Crown " ? Whatever
imperialism has offered us must be in conformity with its interests,
and it knows very well the idiom of clever conciliation. Its game is
to join hands with elements in India that are either reactionary up-
holders of vested interests or are chary of further rounds of neces-
sarily relentless struggle, and to pacify our resurgent people with
verbal magic. The Cabinet Mission's plan is, to quote the words of a
well-known politician in another context, no better than a maimed,
mutilated and moth-eaten version of independence. It may very well
be a large improvement on the present constitutional set-up; it may
even be trumpeted as the most feasible solution that eould be offered
by a foreign agency. But it is not, by any means, independence.
India's freedom remains still to be fought for and won.
Four hundred million people, when at last they are free, will
tear up by the roots the tares sown in our golden fields, and will
invite all the world to the wonderful festival of freedom's joyous
harvest. That freedom will not come easily and without travail, but
our people are determined never to rest till they can remould their
dear, longfettered country nearer their heart's desire.
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